
 

Reese Reunion Spotlight Award – 2014 
  

RODNEY REESE 

 

It is our pleasure to acknowledge the devotion 

and dedication of someone who has contributed 
immensely to the ongoing success and perpetuity 

of the Reese Reunion.  We are privileged to 

announce that Rodney Reese of Port Matilda, 

Pennsylvania, has been selected as the spotlight 

award winner for 2014 due to his tireless work 

and dedication on behalf of the annual Reese 

Reunion gathering. 
  

Rodney was born as the second of ten children of 

O.P. and Polly Nearhoof Reese on December 6, 

1930.  His lifelong occupation and work has 

been on the family farm in Reese Hollow of 

which he assumed ownership in 1968.  Many 

generations of neighbors, family members, and visitors to the hollow would see Rodney working in the 

fields or around the barns during the last 84 years.  Even today, you can witness Rodney and his 

younger brother Quay tinkering in the shop while repairing farm equipment or out on a tractor 

completing required tasks. 

  

At the age of 33 in 1964, Rodney took over the reunion arrangement management after the Reverend 

Greeley Reese became ill and later succumbed to his infirmity on May 25, 1965. 

  

With the assistance of his wife Marlene, they wrote the annual newsletters, announcements, and filled 

hundreds of envelopes annually at their own expense from 1965 until 2011 when Marlene became 

seriously ill.  

  

Rodney has housed the original family tree board and the picture of Abel and Catherine Frantz Reese 

for decades and he faithfully brings them to the reunion every year for all to see. One of his most 

enjoyable hobbies is talking about the family tree and it is readily apparent that he has most of the 

expansive document memorized, as he easily quotes to onlookers of who belongs where.  

  

Rodney took the initiative to personally visit Springboro, Ohio (Near Dayton) and found the cemetery 

where the twin brothers, David and Henry Reese, brothers of Abel Reese, were entombed.   David was 

a blacksmith and Henry a carpenter.  History indicates that the brothers married sisters and that David 

and Henry died just two days apart.   
 

If you have any questions about where you or a loved one belong on the family tree, come to the 

reunion this year and visit with Rodney.  We are sure that he will tell you all you need to know.  This 

year’s reunion will be held on Saturday, August 9, 12:30 pm in Port Matilda, Pennsylvania at the 

Community Park.  Hope to see you then. 


