
 1 8/2/2008 

The Saga of John Christian Ries [Reese] – Part III 

The perils of genealogical research include the many unanswered questions that haunt the 

researcher.  The history seems lost forever.  Yet the occasional discoveries are rewards that make 

all the work worthwhile.  Two years ago when I visited the Johannes Schwalm Historical 

Association’s collection at the library of Franklin and Marshall College, I was stunned to see that 

John Christian Reese had listed with him what appeared to a relative by the name of “Johannes,” 

both of whom were listed as prisoners of war, having been captured at Trenton, and both of them 

from Schrecksbach (of Hesse, Germany).  John “Reis” [sic] is listed as having been farmed out 

in Lancaster to Sebastian Graff.  The trail ends with their inclusion into a prisoner exchange in 

1778.  I had assumed that Johann did not survive in America.  I found no listing of him from the 

later years.  Perhaps he was not even closely related. 

But some discoveries are not so for others.  Just last Summer, Steve Reese (Descended: Abel and 

Catharine Frantz to Levi; Levi and Mary Dillman to William Reese, William Reese and Nellie 

Oldam Reese [Morgan] to Austin, Austin to George, George to Steve) sent me a detailed family 

tree for John C., which listed among other people, John C.’s parents and siblings, including a 

younger brother “Johann.”  And a few days ago, I found this June 2003 posting on the Internet:  

I am descendant of Johannes through his son Emmanual. I'm looking for info on Catherine Kuhn 
(besides her marriage) and on what Johannes & his brother Christian did for Sebastian Graff 
while POWs in Lancaster, PA. There's also a gap between his marriage in 1784 to Johannes 
arrival in Augusta Co in 1793. Johannes was to be part of POW exchange in 1778 and was blown 
by storm to Norfolk or Portsmouth (2 stories) and "prisoners dispersed". Listed HETRINA as 
POW thru 1783. No discharge date. Johannes & Christian were both "pressed" into service of 
langrave of Hesse-Cassel. More details there. Both served as privates in Knyphausen Regiment, 
Company 1 & captured at Trenton. Were both muskeeters. Have seen reports that served as 
grenadiers and one that said fusiliers. Christian by one source reportedly served Americans in 
both army and navy, but I haven't found details. I'm trying to track both men's movements as well 
as fill in the genealogical stuff. 

Augusta County is now located in central Virginia, but formerly covered a much larger area, 

stretching all the way to the Mississippi River. Johannes appears to have had at least two sons, 

Emanuel and Solomon.  Based on this sketchy blurb above, it seems possible that Johannes and 

John Christian were permanently separated after spending months together in Lancaster.   

Anyone who does any research on the Hessians in America will run into the name of John 

Helmut Merz (he passed away in March 2006).  He was an expert on Hessians and documented 

much of the history of the thousands of Hessian soldiers who stayed in North America.  In a 

reply to a web site query, Merz noted that both Johannes and John Christian were listed on the 

“Exchange List #1” out of Lancaster on June 17, 1778 to Philadelphia. 

So what happened to the Ries brothers after the exchange? 

Here is a listing of events regarding the v Knyphausen regiment, posted by Robert A. Fetters and 

Linda Black Shillinger, regarding their ancestor, Hessian soldier Johann Henrich Hammer 

(JHH). 
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1778 During 1777 and probably into 1778, JHH worked for Frederick Huber in Bethel 

Township, but he was sent from Lancaster to Philadelphia for “prisoner exchange.” The 

British had been holding several thousand American prisoners on board ships floating in 

the harbor of New York, and the public was pressing Congress to arrange such a 

prisoner exchange.  This was accomplished in the summer of 1778. Thus, all of the 

German and British prisoners in the Lancaster area were called back to the barracks and 

processed through Philadelphia and eventually on to New York.  Hammer's name 
appears in the second group which left Lancaster on 21 June 1778 for Philadelphia. The 

three Hessian regiments which had been pretty much decimated at Trenton, were 

subsequently rebuilt by the return of those captured at Trenton and new recruits arriving 

from Germany.  A list of Hessians and Waldeck Prisoners of War in Lancaster had 

included Henrich Hammer of the von Knyphausen Regiment.  

1779 The von Knyphausen Regiment saw little activity in the following year.  However, with the 

French threatening to attack Quebec, the British decided to ship the Lossberg and von 

Knyphausen Regiments to that city in September of 1779.  Fifty-three men and officers of 

Company 2 of von Knyphausen were sent aboard the ship Archer together with their 

Company Commander, Col. von Borck, and the remaining fifty-three men of the 

Company boarded the ship Triton.  Subsequently, as a result of a horrible fall equinox 

storm in the North Atlantic, the Ship Triton was captured by the Americans and the 

Hessians brought back to the jail in Philadelphia.   

Merz documented that the Molly also was a part of this fleet.  He also reported on the v. 

Knyphausen Regiment, that it was “loaded onto three ships, Archer, Triton, and Molly. During or 

shortly after the hurricane struck, the Triton and the Molly were captured by American privateers 

and taken to Egg Harbour, however, the Archer having lost contact to the fleet, continued to 

Halifax, N.S., and not finding any other ships of this particular convoy, and not knowing the fate 

of the others, set sail for Quebec. However, they only made it to Prince Edward Island, where 

they had to take refuge over the winter, before finally continuing to Quebec the next spring.” 

Another researcher, Nelson R. Sulouff, notes that “about two-thirds of the Knyphausen Regiment 

were aboard the Triton and Molly during the intended voyage to Canada in September 1779. 

These two ships were badly damaged, but were not destroyed by the hurricane you mention. 

Both ships were captured on 26 Sep 1779 and were towed into Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey… 

From Little Egg Harbor the POWs were hastily marched across New Jersey to Philadelphia in 

less than two days (5-6 Oct 1779).” 

Here are some questions for further research (perhaps you can find the answer!). 

• Where did the brothers go from Lancaster? When did they separate? 

• Where they onboard the Triton or Molly? 

• Did they end up in the Reading, Pa. Hessian POW camp? 

• Where was John C. between 1779 and 1797? 

• Did John C. really serve in the Continental Navy? 

 

What discoveries await the genealogical researcher? 
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By Stuart Reese 

Harrisburg, PA 

Prepared for the Reese Reunion Newsletter, 2006. 

 


