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Reunions – Past, Present, and Future 

What if 1,000 people attended this year’s Reunion at Port Matilda Community Park?  Wouldn’t 

you be shocked?  And you might have to park on Main Street.  When you read the description of 

past Reese Reunions below (which were written for the 1995 Reese Reunion), you realize what a 

monumental event the Reunion once was.  We’re in a faster paced world now, and we’re spread 

out geographically.  It’s easier to be sidetracked by a thousand activities so perhaps the interest 

in reunions cannot be replicated from those days gone by.   

Yet, with our common heritage of Abel and Catherine Frantz Reese (and their parents), we have 

an opportunity to gather as an extended family to strengthen that bond, celebrate our common 

heritage, and simply have a good time together. It’s been said that the simple things in life are 

best, and reunions can be one of those things.   

This year, come to the Reunion with your ideas for the future.  How can we make this 

celebration better?  Is there something that you can suggest or do?  All we have to do is nothing 

for the reunion to fade away.  We hope to form a planning committee that will guide future 

reunions.  Please consider how you can help.  

Read below of past reunions and you can catch sight of the joy that accompanied the gatherings.   

In 1918 members of the Dennis and Margaret Reese family expressed a desire to have a family reunion at 

the old homestead near Hannah.  John Walk, who had purchased the old farm some years before, gave 

permission for the occasion and welcomed the gathering, which met on the last Sunday of August 1918.  

Families of the following were present:  Samuel Twigg, Christ Reese, Matthew Reese, and Euchillis Reese.  

Some others may have attended. 

The day was spent in family fellowship with a large table of "good eats."  The members expressed a desire 

to continue the affair making it an annual event.  John Walk was elected first president. 

The second annual reunion was held at the Walk farm a year later.  By this time other Reese families 

desired to join in but felt they may be intruding to join this family group at the old farm. 

To make sure that they would feel welcome, it was decided to clean out the grove near the school house at 

Hannah which was offered to them by J. T. Beckwith.  Tables were built and the Third Annual Reese 

Reunion was held there for two years in August, 1920 and 1921.  Many other families were represented, 

making it the beginning of a great annual event. 

Some felt they would like to have a place with better accommodation.  Sandy Ridge Park ground was 

selected for the fifth Reunion.  The Sandy Ridge band furnished music and their ball team played the Port 

Matilda team. 

In 1923 the committee accepted the invitation to hold the sixth annual reunion at Port Matilda.  The Port 

Matilda Band played and their ball team played Sandy Ridge. 

After much discussion J.T. Beckwith offered the ground then known as Shady-nook Park (later known as 

Elk Haven and now the home of the Scheidell family) and the seventh reunion was held there.  By this time 

the attendance exceeded 1,000 people.  It had become a homecoming for folks in Bald Eagle Valley.  The 

reunion continued at Elk Haven until World War II.  Rev. H. G. Reese reported the committee in 1940 was 
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made up of Aaron Adams, (Chairman); H. Greeley Reese (Vice Chairman); Mrs. L.R. Acker (Secretary-

Treasurer); John Beckwith; Emma Reese; Thomas Ryder; Chaney Reese; and Ellsworth Beckwith. 

Many members of the Reese Clan remember Reese Reunions past.  There are memories of crowds of 

relatives, bands, ball games, birch beer in a tub of ice, Cracker Jacks, birds on a stick.  There were food, 

fellowship and activities.  The following was written for the 1995 reunion by Kayte Reese Ellenberger. 

 "I cannot remember a summer without the Reese Reunion.  Except for Christmas, it was the 

biggest, most planned for day of the year.  My Mother, Goldia, though not born a Reese was such a 

dedicated Reese Reunion fan.  Everyone was invited to our table at least for a piece of pie and a cup of 

coffee. 

 "When the Reunion was held at Elk Haven, it was quite a big day for most everyone in the area.  

There were ball games, both in the morning and afternoon--big games! There were patrolmen to park cars 

and "keep order".  The band from Osceola Mills came and played several times during the day.  There was 

always horse shoe pitching, games, swings, etc. for all ages. 

 "My Grandfather, Christ Reese, had passed away in 1912, but Grandma Reese (Catherine 

Williams) was still living when I first remember the Reunion.  Her children (my aunts and uncles) were 

quite faithful to attend.  The twelve children of Christian and Catherine Williams Reese were: 

Lizzie Acker  Harry Reese (Idaho) 

Gertrude Beckwith Arthur Reese 

James Reese  Edith Lord 

Charles Reese  Walter Reese (Idaho) 

David Reese  Rhoda Waite 

Emma Smith  LeRoy Mossie Reese 

 "It was a real treat to have some of my Uncles' families from Idaho with us.  Reese and Joe Lord, 

sons of Aunt Edith, came many times.  Harry and Walter moved to Idaho about seventy-five years ago.  

Their families live in the West, most in Idaho or California.  Aunt Edith Lord's sons, Reese and Joe, lived 

in New York, but later moved to South Carolina and Florida.  

 "Aunt Gerties husband, Uncle Tom (J.T) Beckwith, was one of the first to plan the affair.  For 

years our family (Mossie and Goldia Reese) set our table with the Beckwiths.  Everyone was welcome to 

eat at this big long table under the trees near the Bald Eagle Creek.  We fed patrolmen, band members, 

relatives, friends, and all. 

 "Aunt Gertie's daughter-in-law, Gertrude Woomer Beckwith (Mrs. Ellsworth) baked the cakes (12 

to 15) and my Mother (Goldia) baked the pies (25-30).  On Sunday following the Reunion, we usually met 

again at Elk Haven to eat the "left-overs" and for another day of fellowship. 

 "I believe it was when Mable Diamond operated Elk Haven, the Reunion was moved to the 

Beckwith Grove, just below the Hannah School House across the creek.  Later it was moved to the 

Community Park in Port Matilda where it is still held on the second Saturday of August.  

 "The year the highway through the Bald Eagle Valley was paved the reunion was held in Sandy 

Ridge.  I can remember being there.  

 "There was a committee to plan and keep things going.  I know Uncle Tom Beckwith, his son 

Ellsworth, Aunt Lizzie Acker, Arthur Reese, Jr., Chaney Reese, and Rev. H. Greeley Reese were some of 

those serving on the committee.  I am sure there were more who deserve a lot of credit. 

 "The family trees that Rev. Greeley Reese made were a big drawing card.  His son, Gerald has 

been wonderful in sharing this prized possession with us.  Everyone enjoys checking out the genealogy 

displayed on the tree. 

 "We appreciate Rev. Greeley Reese's brother O.P. Reese's family for their work promoting the 

Reese Reunion.  We should all do more and lend a hand to keep this heritage alive.  It is really rewarding 

when one gets involved." 

Prepared for the Reese Reunion Newsletter, 2007, by Stuart Reese, Harrisburg, Pa.  See 

http://home.paonline.com/sjreese/ for more information, including results of the 2007 Survey on the reunion. 

 

 


