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Long Lost Relatives* 

In the past few years, we’ve discovered new information about some of Abel Reese’s older twin 

brothers: Henry and David, who moved to Ohio.  We’ve uncovered more about John Christian and his 

journey in America, and learned some about his brother, Johannes Thomas. We can even trace names 

back to Hesse-Cassel. But there’s so much more to learn. 

I was quite surprised this past February when I received an email from a woman in Texas with this 

subject line:  Johannes Thomas Reese. As she put it, a “distant cousin” of hers had stumbled onto the 

Reunion web site and now she was sharing her story. It turns out that she is a descendent of Johannes 

Thomas Ries, who “To his neighbors, and county records, he was known as John Reese, but he signed 

his name as Johannes Ries in German script all his life.  He was an educated man and could read and 

write English and German.”   

For some time we’ve known about John Christian Ries’s brother, but lacked any detailed information 

and in some instances have contradictory information.  Their similar names have not helped. Both had 

the first name of Johannes or John. In the official records for the Hessian prisoners captured at 

Trenton, the names appear as Johannes Ries and Christian Ries.  We know that the names were 

Johannes Christian and Johannes Thomas.  They traveled together and followed the same path for 

some time, as shown in the table below: 

Johannes Christian Ries  
(John Christian or Christian) 

Johannes Thomas Ries (John) 

Born September 5, 1753 Born April 29, 1755 

Hometown: Schrecksbach, Hesse-Cassel (Germany) 

Both were privates in the Knyphausen Regiment (Kassel Fuselier Regt. von Knyphausen) 

Both captured at Trenton, December 26, 1776 

Both sent to Lancaster, Pa. as POWs 

Both worked under Sebastian Groff (?) 

Both exchanged as prisoners in 1778; sent from Lancaster, June 17, 1778 to Philadelphia. 

As part of the Knyphausen Regiment, sailed on ship Triton or Molly, bound for Canada, 
September 1779. 

Version 1.  Ship ravaged in a storm.  Returned to Norfolk, Va. 

Version 2.  Ships crippled in a hurricane; captured by American  
privateers and hauled to Egg Harbor, New Jersey. 

Taken to Philadelphia Gaol? Returned to Lancaster, Pa. 

Served in the Continental Navy? 
Married Catherine Kuhn in Bart Township, PA, 
on October 26, 1784 in Lancaster County, in 
the First Reformed Congregation Church. 

Lewistown, Pa. in 1785? 
Bought 80 acres of land, around 1793, in 

Augusta County, Virginia; 

Arrived in Philipsburg, Pa., 1797 as one of 12 
original settlers; Previously married to Mae 

Woodring, who died in 1801? 

John Reese and wife Catherine were 
members of Eagles Reformed Church, New 
Hope, Virginia, about 8 miles north of 

Waynesboro. 

Married Mary Zeller of Philadelphia, on May 
23, 1802, at the First Reformed Church in 

Philadelphia. Had 9 children. 
Had 8 – 9 children. 

Died February 28, 1841, Centre Co., Pa. Died between 1830 and 1840 in Virginia. 
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It is not apparent whether they ever again knew of each other’s whereabouts after the ill-fated 

(for the Hessians) voyages of the Molly and Triton, which were hit by a hurricane in September 

1779.  The Knyphausen regiment had been split up for the trip to Canada.  It could be at this 

point in history they went different directions.  

I know of no evidence that Abel Reese knew anything of his uncle, who probably died when 

Abel was in his twenties.  Abel was born in 1812.  By this time about 180 miles to the south, 

John Reese was well established in Virginia with over 300 acres of land near New Hope in 

Augusta County. Abel had 8-9 cousins in Virginia, though probably all were older than he was. 

Linda Lyerly, who sent me the email, is a descendant of Johannes Thomas.  Her great-

grandfather was Charles Samuel Reese, who was a grandson of Johannes Ries.  Charles Reese 

was born in Virginia, fought in the Mexican War, and afterward moved to Red River County, 

Texas.  He subsequently served in the Texas Militia and as a Texas Ranger.  

So we now know that the number of John Christian’s brother’s descendants rivaled his brother’s.  

Little by little, we’re filling in some of the family’s history, and learning more about our long 

lost relatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* This was prepared for the Reese Reunion Newsletter, 2008, by Stuart Reese, Harrisburg, Pa.  For an extended 

version with footnotes, see http://home.paonline.com/sjreese/. 

 


