
91st ANNUAL REUNION OF THE DESCENDANTS OF  

ABEL & CATHERINE FRANTZ REESE 

  Where: The Community Park, Port Matilda 

  When: Saturday, August 8th, 2009 

  Time:  Starting around noon, the reunion continues to dusk 

Great food is the perennial highlight.  Games like horseshoes and soft ball are played, along 

with games for the younger ones.  The family tree, created by the late Rev. H. Greeley 

Reese, and family pictures and records are placed on display.  

This year at the reunion, Stuart Reese will give a talk at 3:00 p.m. under the east 

pavilion on what we know about Reeses in America (the early years) and look 

at some of the prime topics for research.  Come hear a synopsis of Reese 

history, and come with your own questions or research results.  Stuart also will 

go over some of his next projects and questions that he wants to investigate.   

Check out more at http://home. Paonline.com/sjreese/ 

A BIT OF HISTORY         by Rodney Reese 

This was written for the 1988 reunion.  Since that time we learned that John Christian 

Reese lived with a Groff family in Lancaster County after the Revolutionary War.  That is 

where he learned the milling trade.   

David and Henry, twin brothers of Abel, had moved to Ohio.  We located their graves 

in a Cemetery in Springboro near Dayton, Ohio.  They died in 1873 twelve days apart. 

The Reese Reunion originated when two daughters of Dennis and Margaret Decauter 

Reese, Annie Twigg and Minnie Walk, got together with some other family members at Sand 

Ridge.  It expanded rapidly and included all the decedents of Abel and Catharine Frantz 

Reese.  It soon became a large annual event.  

Abel Reese was the youngest son of John Christian and Mary Zellers Reese.  John 

Christian Reese was a Hessian soldier and was captured along with some 900 other Hessians 

on Christmas night, 1775 by General George Washington’s troops in a raid on Trenton, New 

Jersey.  John Christian served in the Continental Navy until the end of the War.  

John Christian Reese came to Philipsburg, PA in 1796 as one of the original twelve 

settlers.  The Philips brothers gave each one a town lot and four acres of land.  Reese 



operated a grist mill for Hardman Philips on Cold Stream and built a house on North Centre 

Street.  

In 1802 John Christian married Mary Zellers of Philadelphia.  They had nine children.  All 

were born in Philipsburg:   John, twins, David and Henry, Sally McFarland, Rachel Hilliard, 

Susan Beals, Betsy Wallace, Christian and Abel.  

About 1817 John Christian Reese moved his family to Bald Eagle Valley to run 

Abraham Elder’s grist mill on Laurel Run.  He built a residence on Iron Company land, just 

south of the Fredrick Cowher place and lived there until he died in 1841.  He is buried in the 

Woodring Cemetery and has a maker erected by the D.A.R. 

Their eldest son, John lived with his parents until  the death of his father,  Then John 

sometimes lived with his brother Abel and at other times lived alone in a small place along 

the township road on lands of Able Reese.  It was noted in the census of 1870 that he was 

denied the right to vote due to his condition and also was a pauper.  

David and Henry lived in the area for awhile and then moved west to Springboro, 

Ohio.  

Rachel married John Hillard and is buried in the Old Ball Cemetery in Clearfield 

County.  

Christian settled in Patton Township along Muncy Mountain.  He died in 1885 and is 

buried with his wife Elizabeth in Meyers Cemetery South of Bellefonte along route 550.  A son, 

A. W. Reese was a prominent business man in Port Matilda around the turn of the century.  

Abel was the youngest of the family and married Catharine Frantz in 1834.  He 

became a rather large landowner in Worth Township, Centre County in his lifetime.  He died 

in 1891 and is buried along with Cathrine in the Black Oak Cemetery West of Port Matilda.  

The records of his family are most nearly complete and are the basis of the present “Reese 

Reunion.” 

We do not know what became of Sally Reese McFarland, Susan Reese Beals or Betsy 

Reese Wallace.  Any information about these daughters of John Christian and Mary Zellers 

Reese would be appreciated.  

After the death of John Christian Reese, Mary returned to her family in Philadelphia 

and apparently died and was buried there.  Records show she applied for a veterans widow 

benefit.  The benefit was denied.   
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