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 Enclosed is a reprint of the 1940 reunion history complied by the late Rev. H. Greeley Reese.  

Horace Greeley was born in 1900, a son of Dennis and Cassie Frantz Reese.   His father, Dennis, had 

no formal education and felt handicapped by that fact.  Because of that his father insisted that each of 

his children have an education.   In 1910, Dennis’ wife, Cassie, died and their daughter Annie, about 

16 at the time, took over the household duties.  The other four children, Myrtle, Lucinda, Horace 

Greeley and Oliver Perry (O.P.) all finished high school and became school teachers.  Greeley taught 

school for a couple of years and attended Juniata College.  He then attended seminary in Pittsburgh 

and became a licensed minister in the United Brethern in Christ Church.   He was an outdoor person 

and went fishing and hunting anytime he got the chance.  Around 1930 he built a camper.  It was a 

box affair on a Model T Ford front end.  The sides were hinged at the top and folded out—something 

like the later popup campers.  In 1939 he was assigned to the E.U.B. Church in Tyrone.  Early in the 

summer he had a blacksmith widen an auto front end.  He brought it to our home in Reese Hollow, 

thus construction on a new camper began in our backyard.  It became known as the Masonite 

Camper.  It turned out to be heavier than his 1937 Chevy wanted to handle so at the end of his 

vacation he parked it in the end of Dad’s new wagonshed.  In 1940 he purchased a new Plymouth and 

once again began work on his camper and installed a hitch that would activate the trailer brakes.  

Because of the war, 1941 was the last year he used that camper and it sat in the wagonshed and 

slowly sank in the dirt.  In 1946 he had it towed away and traded it for a factory built camper.   

 He became interested in genealogy and in the 1930’s put together a record of mostly the Able 

and Catherine Frantz Reese descendants.  There were some of the other descendants of John 

Christian Ries, but that was very limited.  In 1960 his wife, Catherine, died and he was injured when 

their automobile was hit by a truck.  He survived and then married Tillie Huntsburger.  He was 

contemplating retiring from the ministry and then pursuing the Reese Genealogy but unfortunately 

became ill with cancer and died in 1965.  Much of his research was lost after Tillie died and his work 

was thrown out by those that did not understand the significance.   

 H. Greeley Reese was an innovative person who lived life to the fullest and had a positive 

effect on many people.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 


