
The family feature of this year's Reese Reunion Newsletter is the L.M. Reese family and their rural 

milk delivery service. 

 

L.M. (LeRoy Mossie) 

Reese was born on March 

17, 1896, in Reese 

Hollow, Port Matilda, PA, 

the youngest of the 12 

children of the Christian 

and Catharine (Williams) 

Reese family.  When his 

father died in 1912, L.M. 

inherited the family farm 

in Reese Hollow.  In 1915, 

he married Goldia 

(Cowher) and together 

maintained the family 

farm with their children, 

Edith, Katye, Clyde, 

Thelma, L.M., Jr. 

(affectionately known as 

Bugs), Hilda and Patricia.   

 

 

In the mid-1920s, Dennis Reese (cousin and neighbor) started a milk business and milk route in Port 

Matilda.  He traveled to Altoona on the train with his son, O.P., to buy bottles for the endeavor, He soon 

was selling 100 quarts a day with the selling price of 10 cents a quart and 5 cents a pint.  After a short 

time, Dennis and wife Edith found that the business required too much work.  He sold the milk route to 

Fred Wensel.  A few days later Fred sold the business back to Dennis as the customers were very 

unhappy with the new owner and his business practices.  Later Dennis sold the route to Bernard 

Williams.  In turn, Bernard sold the business to L.M. Reese.  A milk wagon came with the business, but 

L.M. soon began using a Model A Ford to deliver the milk.  He then 

purchased a 1936 Ford panel truck and used that type of vehicle after that.  

L.M. depended a lot on his wife and children, especially his daughter, 

Katye, to help oversee and manage the business.  Katye had attended the 

Altoona School of Business.  A block building was built behind the house 

where the bottles would be washed and filled.  In the early 1930s, Tom 

Beckwith, (brother-in-law of L.M.) built a milk processing plant at 

Hannah Furnace.  Now the milk could be hauled in 10-gallon cans to the 

processing plant where the milk was 

pasteurized, cooled, and bottled.  The bottles 

were then picked up in crates and delivered 

into the town of Port Matilda.  This really 

took a work load off of the family.  The 

Beckwith business was maintained until it 

was bought by Purity Milk Company, 

Philipsburg, in 1951.  The L.M. Reese family 

continued to sell milk to customers in Port 

Matilda and other communities in the valley until the 1980s. 

Front Row: Patricia, L.M. Sr., Goldia, Hilda 
Back Row: Katye, L.M. Jr. (Bugs), Clyde, John Bailey, Thelma (Reese) Bailey 


